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‘Displaced Persons’ -DPs

= By the end of WWII 40 million people had been displaced

= 850,000 lived in Displaced Person's camps in Europe —closed mostly by
1952

= Former inmates of the Nazi German concentration camps, former
prisoners of war, political refugees, former slave or voluntary workers,
ormer forces under German command, deportees, stateless persons,
refugees from former German occupied countries and Eastern Europe
(Soviet satellite or annexed),

» Under the care of International Refugee Organization (IRO, 1946-1952)

» A Multinational organization for sending refugees to accepting countries.




Canada and Displaced Persons

» |55 to 165 thousand displaced persons were admitted to Canada
pbetween the years 1946-1962

» This paper focuses on the selection and citizenship processes under
which Displaced persons came to and stayed in Canada

= |t outlines how DPs are constructed as ‘other’ building on
sometimes contradictory terms, and inferior; and how a Canadian
national identity and self-mage are constructed in opposition, as
SUpErior.

= |t further highlights a discourse of ‘gratefulness’ which not only
normalizes the processes of ‘other'ing but also obscures the
material inequalities ~hardships- that were imposed on DPs, and
which benefit the process of capitalist nation-building of Canada.



Method
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Immigration policy background

Restrictive immigration policies:

= Series of the Chinese Immigration Acts and amendments 1885-1903, again 1923;,
Gentlemen’s Agreement in 1908 against Japanese Immigration;, Continuous Journey
Regulation, 1908.

= Early 1900s: peculiar customs, habits, modes of life and methods of holding
property are excluded, requirement of capital, physical and moral fithess

ntil 1914: (Always prefer) immigrants from Great Britain, then northwestern
Europeans (and American) while allowing pockets of certain less preferred
ethnicities (seen as races) for employment during economic boom (Balfic,
Eastern and Southern Europeans) 1

1931 order-in-council : the tightest immigration admissions policy in Canadian
history. Admissible immigrants were limited to American and British subjects with
enough capital fo maintain themselves, agriculturalists with sufficient means to
farm in Canada and the wives and minor children of Canadian residents.

NO3an Fubeshes



Immigration policy background

1929-39: Great Depression

» Between 1931-446: Department of Mines and Resources -immigration Branch
responsible for immigration, immigration discouraged

» ]946: “Bulk labour” schemes infroduced by way of orders-in-council. ~applied to
Disploced Persons —and 1947 mobile immigration teams in Europe

1947: Canadian Citizenship Act: Canadians not British subjects anymore

1950: An overarching order-in-council: , expanding admission to other classes of
European immigrants. +Department of Citizenship and Immigration was created

1951-52: A number of liberalizations: Germans, relatives, other classes/professions,
allow some immigration from Asia (India-Pakistan), appeals for deportation allowed

1962, 1967 Immigration regulations: Elimination of race etc. rather focus on skills
+sponsorship of relatives & points

1966: Creation of the Department of Manpower and Immigration



Who the DPs are

» Usually presented with ethnic (or religious —Jewish) origins, gender, occupation in
' Canada and their destination in Canada

= Came in two different streams, either way, IRO pays for their fravel by sea
» Relatives —private sponsor groups (changing definitions)
» ‘bulk labour’ schemes -most discussed in Globe and Mail

groups need to undergo health and security check-up - but the workers go
rough a selection process and are subject to a certain ‘citizenship process' vetting

Industries: mining, agriculture, bush workers/loggers to work in pulp in industry,
lumber industry, logging industry, construction (hydro/railway), textile-garment
industry, and health care assistants/domestics (for public institutions) and domestics
for private families

» There is demand from these industries (and employers): as they are desperate to be
saved from labour shortages, they apply to the government



Who the DPs are

election Agents Involved: IRO does medical tests; those who pass are

| interviewed by industry representatives (for women, YWCA or Catholic

,' Women's League); physicians; immigration officials ensure their DP status; RCMP
| for political background —-mainly non-communist

= Selection Criteria: the “"deserving” immigrants are:
= Morally and physically fit,
» Suitable and needed for menial employment in specific industries and
= Suitable for Canadian citizenship

uitability for Canadian citizenship” involves two distinct “processes” that need
o be completed, i.e., meeting two (freedom restricting) “conditions” for DP
labourers in Canada:

= Conditional labour market participation: contract completion, healthy, no-
family, no labour union participation, no deportation -5 years of non-status,

= Acculturation to Canadian ways: language, customs, free Democratic ways
of Canada




Citizenship Process 1: Conditional Labour
Market Participation

8 months to 2 years of contracts
Contradictory reports on wage and working conditions

Wage, living/sleeping/eating arrangements are taken out of the wages, and some
forced savings are paid back to the DP upon the completion of the contract

mpletion highly encouraged, marked by ceremonies and/or certificates
normalization)

Upon completion they are ‘free’ to get a job of their liking - and they have to
continue proving that they are worthy of citizenship (five years)
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Constructing the “Other”: A Bag of Contradictions
= Health: DPs are presented as

= hungry, miserable, living on runny soup and black
bread, in bad unheated houses with no food on plank
beds, at the verge of collapse

» -yel'they are healthy ("good stock of people") and
we want the healthiest, those who pass the tests,
ose who are “ready to tackle the bush.”

= Family:

» Heart breaking stories of losses of family/friends to
Soviets, bombings, camps, lonely, homeless

» -vet contfracts don’t allow family members to be
brought in. In Canada; dramatic stories of family
reunification upon DPs’ hard work

Citizenship Process 1: Conditional Labour
Market Participation
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Citizenship Process 1: Conditional Labour
Market Participation

Constructing the “Other”: A Bag of Contradictions
| = Skills: have valuable “European skills”; educated DPs,

= yvet work menial jobs with gratitude; for accreditation they need
capital and time (pass exams, go to school)
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s Wark, Yearn o Be Canadian

= Hard work: destitute, jobless, miserable, weak, slave s SIS e s e
labourer; industrious,

= Yg&t, they want to come for hard work; receive high praise for
eir hard work; better than the Canadian worker, (or labelled
as ungrateful when they don’t work as hard, or skip from one
farm to the next);
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n Big Ontario Hydro Project

=/ Unions: Strategic inclusion of the DP ‘other’ in the nation as
DPs are anti-union, and praised for not participating in e
unions and thus they are deemed better than Canadian A e S
workers. Labour Unions are criticized for being anti-immigrant e
and thus not wanting what is best for Canada N Wbt Wi SV & Sl S




Citizenship Process 1: Conditional Labour
Market Participation
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/= In actuality versus in discourse:

| = Newspaper discourse suggests that DPs are extremely
willing and grateful for the job opportunities they have.

= Coming to Canada as DPs under these conditions is an
opportunity for a new life, a resort from being ‘slave
labourer' and contracts are the price of passage. It is a
fair €xchange to dreamland, and an opportunity to get

The Clobe and Mol (1936 May 31, 1947, Pl)

agculturated 7

w» Yet, DPs save industries from labour and skill shortages, 40 Polish (';'"t
and secure extra profit (by working for less, and Ignore Union,
being obedient and controlled) Sing Happily

= They work under the threat of deportation, forced M G, o e Qe S0
contracts, without families or union participation (other il 1 e Perr e b
severe personal deprivations), and will be in limbo for TR o

another few years even after the completion of their
confracts.



Citizenship Process 2. Acculturation Over Time

Construction of the “Other” versus Actuality
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= Language: high volumes of reporting on their w
effort to learn (yet, they sometimes know many
languages); have to learn before even bringing
their families (in terms of importance); their English
is accented.

» Their consfruction as being linguistically
inadequate, takes away from their labour
confributions

» Civics: they put in extreme effort to learn
Canadian geography, history, law & customs and
to conform on clothing; calls to Canadian
people to invite them to picnics, homes etc. so
that they can learn the Canadian ways; overall,
they need to be taught all these.
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» Not having these skills is devaluing their ability fo
e recognized as equal parficipants in the
making of the Canadian nation




Citizenship Process 2: Acculturation over Time

Construction of the “Other”: Contradictions and _
Actualities hey Don't Scare Easily

= Political Opinions: “Free Democratic Ways": g .4 : ;
= Hero vs victim -they are freedom lovers and P S Greafesf Menac_:e ‘

actively sought freedom and dignity by running (o] Communisi’s Heré,
away '
now Reds' Strategy

= Yef, they are also oppressed, terrorized by warand § ‘ N !
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saved and re-tfaught the meaning of freedom ok the_held of comminim th P8 aid_\he DPS tate tze:’
= Communists are not allowed: They Know Freadom
= Canada is opposite of Communism: a non-police state, e _BY Frank Tumpane
where there is free speech. Canadian Reds presented as = T e e
anti-democratic, aggressive verbally and physically S A R TR
towards DPs, who in turn despise them, g O ey

» Yef, Canada needs to investigate the political beliefs of
DPs before coming fo Canada

» A parficular Canadian national identity, which
cludes all communist or leftist elements, including
at of the “Canadian” communists
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Discourse of Gratitude

Discourse to obscure the (super) exploitative material conditions of labour
market participation and devalorizaton of DPs’ skills, and normalize a vision of
capitalist development

» Reiterates the ‘other’ VS ‘Canadian’
Canada claims
an “honest-to-goodness hospitality™

®» |t has superior political, legal, economic, social, and cultural lifestyle

» |t offers a fair exchange becavuse it offers a home, land of opportunity and
hope, of freedom, equality, democracy (hon-Communist) -“a kind of life
the DPs never knew before™

®» |t claims to be (Samaritan) benefactor, saviour/ liberator, teacher

= Globe and Mail helps build a national identity —at a particular fime and space
conjuncture with a particular group of immigrants.



Future work

Work in progress, to include other immigrant groups,
other time periods and possibly Toronto Star.

i = Part of a larger interdisciplinary study by an
intermational research team consisting of Social
Scientists and Computer Scientists from SMU,
Dalhousie University and Universidad Nacional del Sur
(Argentina)

Objective:
to develop a trainable, novel Natural Language
Processing and Visual Analytics tool,

» o facilitate, expand, and produce semantically
nuanced text-intensive research in Social Sciences
gmd contribute to the ‘state of art’' in Computer

cience.

Visanmigration.ca
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